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• The SULITE is a remarkably over-encompassing set of 
viewpoints and issues connected with sustainability 

• The Environmental-Social-Economic –approach, with many 
sub-topics, sets the scene very well, but poses a challenge for 
developing the international, as well as Local (Finland) 
questions 

• The SULITE is almost like the “world of sustainability” in a 
nutshell 

• When you combine the local (Finnish) context, with e.g. our 
current “hot topics” to this, the result is quite multifaceted 

• All in all, the SULITE provides a fascinating window into 
sustainability issues. 

 
 

General remarks about SULITE 



• Invitation by Jean-Christophe Carteron at Kedge Business School 
• MA Institute & OBS immediate reaction: Yes, we will do this! 
• … However it appeared to be not as simple as we had thought 
• … So, we had better assemble a good team to design the 20 Finnish 

questions 
• Oulu SULITE team: 

– Pauliina Ulkuniemi, Dean of Education 
– Satu Nätti, B.Sc.Programme Director  
– Anne Keränen, Doctoral student (Responsible leadership) 
– Jan Hermes, Doctoral Student (Crisis resolution) 
– Marja Aro, Project coordinator (MA Institute) 
– Sauli Sohlo, Deputy Director, Team leader (MA Institute) 

 
 
 

Martti Ahtisaari Institute at Oulu Business School –  
Initiating the SULITE in Finland 



• Nine months effort by the team, to develop the questions 
• First, a thorough general discussion on the fundamental 

principles and our Finnish approach: 
– Our Mission with the Finnish SULITE: Raise awareness, develop a 

tool for learning (e.g. part of a course), or other? 
– Who is our audience? (e.g. generalizability?) 
– What are the “Universal truths” in these matters, if there are any, and 

where can we find reliable sources of information/data? 
• Second, discussion on how to design the questions, to address 

current “hot topics”, important issues in the Finnish society, e.g: 
– Demographic change (e.g. ageing population, youth unemployment) 
– Environmental issues (in e.g. mining industry) 
– Energy issues (renewables, self-sufficiency, total consumption) 

Working process (1) 



• Third, do the hard work, actually: 
– Choose topics, with reference to SULITE framework 
– Design a good composition, a “solid package” 
– Set the level of expectation, “the level of the bar” 
– Consider the attractiveness of the questions – SULITE must be 

rewarding for the users 
– Compile the whole set, send it for approval (Advisory Board of 

SULITE), adjust the questions as needed, wrap it up 
• Fourth, see how it works in practice: 

– Piloting the test in early February 2015 at Oulu Business School 
master’s level course “Globally Sustainable Business”, with students 
from 20 countries 

– Send invitations to other Finnish universities, to join SULITE 
 

Working process (2) 



• Experiences from the first round, some of the main findings: 
– The test is quite demanding – 60% right is quite a good result! 
– OBS master’s programme student: “The test really makes you think about 

your level of knowledge about sustainablity issues. I think the test result 
describes my level of knowledge pretty well. Actually, it made me think, 
maybe I am not as knowledgeable about these issues as I thought I was.” 

– The Finnish questions are more demanding than the international questions in 
general, when we look at the student results. 

– The ”Finnishness” of the local questions is not a problem for our international 
students (about 25% of the master’s level students), unlike we thought. On 
the contrary, it is a good way to shed light on these multifaceted issues, from 
an individual country/region’s perspective. And at the same time, get 
introduced to the current societal issues in our country. 

• Overall, the SULITE proved to be an incredibly good tool to advance 
knowledge about the sustainability matters, amongst Higher 
Education students 

Working process (3) 



• In Oulu, we will integrate the SULITE more closely with our 
Globally Sustainable Business course (mandatory for all 
master’s level students). The test will be a more integral part of 
the course, we will use it more as a tool for learning, not only 
for diagnostic testing purposes and raise awareness function. 

• It is a good idea to set up a Nordic group, RNEC, to develop 
the test from a Nordic perspective (in sustainability matters, 
there are many issues common to all Nordic countries) 

• We will be happy to share information about the Finnish 
questions and ideas, with other Nordic representatives, as well 
as actively take part in the future SULITE activities 

Next steps 



Our SULITE team in Oulu 



Thank you! 
 

Happy winter season 
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