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October 26-28, 2015, Hanasaari – Swedish-Finnish Cultural Center, Espoo, Finland 

The Nordic Case Competition in Sustainable Urban Development is an intensive three-day course focusing on 

multidisciplinary and practical urban planning and collaboration. The course brings together students, teachers, 

professors, practitioners and other leading experts from the Nordic countries to share ideas and work together on a 

real-life planning case, taking on the challenge of developing sustainable cities.  

Theme and perspectives 

The theme of the first Nordic Case Competition is university campus development. During the course the students will 

in teams create a plan to develop urban pathways, recreational routes and accessibility at the Otaniemi Campus of the 

Aalto University in Espoo. The case is strongly anchored into existing concerns about the development of the campus, 

and both the city and the university are eager to hear the results of the case work and take the suggestions into 

account when working on the development plans. The case work also includes input from local residents, who find the 

recreational and ecological values of the green routes and waterfront areas highly important.  

The course will highlight the social-ecological approach of urban planning, which seeks to more closely integrate social 

and environmental considerations. The course encourages interdisciplinary thinking, which is why the students invited 

to the course represent various disciplines. 

Model of work 

The students will be divided into teams, in which they will work on the case assignment throughout the three-day 

course. The group work will be facilitated by experienced researchers, all with different orientations around the urban 

planning issues. In addition, to give fresh perspectives and raise new questions for the case work, the course features 

inspirational talks from experts in the field. On the final day of the course the student teams will present their solutions 

to a wider audience, including planning practitioners from the City of Espoo. Finally, a jury will evaluate the results and 

discuss the solutions with the teams. The course work also includes a written pre-assignment before the intensive 

course in October as well as a written report after the course on the learning experiences and case outcomes. 

Participants 

The participants in the Nordic Case Competition will be handpicked and invited by leading professors in the field. The 

competition will bring together 25 of the brightest student minds from different disciplines dealing with urban 

development at Nordic universities. The nationality of the students should be Swedish, Finnish, Norwegian, Danish or 

Icelandic.  

  

http://arts.aalto.fi/en/campuses/otaniemi/ http://jseikkailee.blogspot.fi 



Why attend? 

The course gives the students in-depth knowledge and practical experience in actual planning work. The course enables 

the students to deepen and develop their knowledge with new perspectives from other disciplines and Nordic 

frameworks. With the case work the students have a possibility to create sustainable solutions with real societal 

impact. Most of all, the course emphasizes interaction and co-creation of knowledge and gives the students the chance 

to build vital new networks both with fellow-students as well as with experts and practitioners within the field.  

What does it cost? 

The course is free of charge. The students’ travel expenses to Finland, accommodation at the Hanasaari hotel and meals 

will be covered by the organizers.  

Learning objectives 

The aim of the course is to give the student a chance to experience a real-life planning case in an international and 

collaborative environment.  

After the course the students should: 

 have become acquainted with sustainable urban planning issues, particularly related to the development of 

urban routes and campus accessibility  

 have gained a deeper understanding of the multidisciplinary nature of sustainable urban development and 

new insights into the social-ecological approach in urban planning 

 have a deeper understanding of the realities, different actors and interest groups involved in practical urban 

planning 

 have acquired new skills in how to co-create and communicate in an international and multidisciplinary team 

 have improved their problem solving skills, analytical and critical thinking as well as how to express and 

present arguments and solutions 

Course requirements and evaluation 

To complete the course the student is required to finish all the pre- and post –assignments of the course, and actively 

participate in all activities during the intensive course, group-work and discussions. Attendance in all parts of the 

intensive course is mandatory. Course work will be evaluated by the course leaders and the jury based on activity of 

participation in the course, as well as on the quality of the completed case assignment written and oral presentation.  

Preliminary program 

Monday  

11.00 Welcome, introduction, meet your team 

12.30  Lunch 

13.00  Visit to the case location, Aalto university campus, Otaniemi, meet stakeholders 
16.00  Inspirational talks and discussion 
17.30 Case work – throughout the course in own teams with varying facilitators  
20.30 Dinner and sauna 
 
Tuesday 
9.00 Inspirational talks and discussion 
10.30  Case work in teams 
13.00 Lunch 
14.00  Case work in teams 
20.00 Dinner and sauna 
 
Wednesday 
9.00 Case work in teams  
11.00  Lunch 
12.00  Presentation of the case solutions to jury, discussion and feedback 
14.30 Coffee 
15.00  Award ceremony and goodbye 



Venue 

Hanasaari is a well-known cultural center, where different actors in society meet, a reliable conference center with an 

in-house restaurant, and a maritime hotel – all under the same roof. www.hanaholmen.fi  

Why do we arrange the course? 

The purpose of the course is to enhance the knowledge and skills of the students in the field by giving them a chance to 

work with a multidisciplinary, collaborative and international approach to urban development. We also hope to get an 

international student perspective and good ideas for the development of the Aalto campus in Otaniemi. Last but not 

least, we want to create interaction and close networks between the students and other actors within sustainable 

urban development in the Nordic Countries. The course is financially supported by the Swedish-Finnish Cultural 

Foundation, the Nordic Council of Ministers, and the Aalto University.  

 

Organizers and contact information 

Kaisa Kepsu, project manager, HanaAcademy, Hanasaari – the Swedish-Finnish Cultural Center, 

kaisa.kepsu@hanaholmen.fi, +358 40 544 8444, www.hanaholmen.fi 

Elina Eskelä, coordinator, Urban Academy network, elina.eskela@helsinki.fi, +358 40 861 4224,  

https://blogs.helsinki.fi/kaupunkiakatemia   

Meeri Karvinen, coordinator, Nordic Sustainable Campus Network (NSCN), meeri.karvinen@aalto.fi, +358 50 407 

1884, nordicsustainablecampusnetwork.wordpress.com 

Meri Löyttyniemi, senior advisor, sustainable development, Aalto University / chair, NSCN, meri.loyttyniemi@aalto.fi, 

www.aalto.fi/sustainability 

Katri-Liisa Pulkkinen, researcher, EUE-Energizing Urban Ecosystems, YTK - Land Use Planning and Urban Studies Group, 

Aalto University School of Engineering, katri.pulkkinen@aalto.fi, maa.aalto.fi/en/research/ytk 

 

 

 

The recreational route in Otaniemi can also be 

used in enhancing urban biodiversity, and it 

offers opportunities to implement student 

projects: The garden of decaying wood was 

co-designed by two students from landscape 

architecture and biology. The garden was 

implemented to form a part of the route in 

summer 2014. 
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