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Nordic co‐operation

• Nordic co‐operation is one of 
the oldest and most 
comprehensive regional 
partnerships in the world

• Based on common history 
and values. And the will to 
generate dynamic 
development

• The room for Nordic co‐
operation lies between the 
national and the global...
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The Nordic Council(s) of Minsters

• Nordic Council of Ministers for Labour
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Business, Energy & Regional Policy 
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Fisheries and Aquaculture, 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Gender Equality 
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Culture 
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Legislative Affairs 
• Nordic Council of Ministers for the Environment 
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Health and Social Affairs
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Education and Research
• Nordic Council of Ministers for Finance 
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Governance structure

MR‐SAM

Council of 
Ministers

Council of 
Ministers

Council of 
Ministers

SD expert
committee



SD a Nordic approach

• Based on a holistic approach covering all sectors

• Based on an integrated perspective on SD mainstreaming

the different sectors projects and priorities

• Based on a decentral steering approach

• Based on international goals (Rio+20, SDG)

• Based on aggregated goals and indicators
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Nordic SD-strategy in brief

6

Strategy:  ”A good life in a sustainable Nordic 
Region” (2013)

Aim: To achieve SD, quality of life and well-
being in the Nordic Region in the long-term

16 goals pointing at 2025: 
• The Nordic welfare model 
• Viable ecosystems
• Changing climate
• Sustainable use of the earth’s resources 
• Education, research and innovation
• Anchoring, implementation and follow-up

Focus on areas where the Nordic region has 
common interests, challenges and 
strenghts/preconditions for SD
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The new SD steering model

• From stand alone projects to integrated approach

• From a central/ bureaucratic model to a 
decentral/sectorial approach 

• From many small projects to a few larger projects

• From being primarily concerned with the green dimension 
to cover all three dimensions of SD

• Being based on intentions to being based on 
results/indicators
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Mainstreaming of SD

Mainstreaming is difficult and needs to be supported by 
management tools, leadership and knowledge

• Supporting the implementation of the goals in the SD 
strategy

• Inspiration, support and commitment
• Provide a new model for the work with cross-cutting issues

and new methods for cross-sectorial co-operation in NCM

GRO is NCMs new webabsed SD steering tool
www.gro.norden.org

But how to secure sector commitment?
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Steering challenges

• Steering in the context of uncertainty and ambivalent 
steering objectives

• Open-ended and on-going process, external chock, political
changes

• Steering for the long-term
• Requires institutional flexibility

• Steering through multiple levels (vertical integration)
• Cutting across functional and administrative boundaries

• Steering across multiple sectors (horizontal integration)
• Integration of policy sectors and policy coherence
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Steering with tools and 
instruments

Soft policy tools

Marked-based tools ‘codes of practice’

Voluntary agreements/declaration of principles 

Information and awareness (The swan mark)

Open Method of Coordination 

Overarching policy strategies

Budget, monmitoring and evaluation 
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Nordic programmes
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Bio-economy

Sustainable
Welfare

Green 
Growth



A Nordic Way to Green 
Growth

1. Developing Nordic test centres for 
green solutions

2. Working together on education, 
training and research for green 
growth, including bioeconomy

3. Promoting flexible consumption of 
electricity

4. Working together on green-
technology norms and standards :

a. Building & construction  
b. Ecodesign

www.norden.org/greengrowth

5. Working together on green 
procurement in the public sector

6. Developing techniques and 
methods for waste treatment:

a. Plastic and textiles          
b. Food waste

7. Promoting the integration of 
environmental and climate 
considerations into development aid

8. Co-ordinating and improving 
funding for green investment and 
companies
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Sustainable Nordic Welfare

• A cross-sectorial programme from 2013-2015 covering 
health, social affairs, education, research and labour

• Aims at providing the Nordic governments with tangible 
and innovative solutions and tools for managing welfare 
policy challenges

• Ensure that education leads to work
• Secure the supply of skills and expertise in the health and 

care sector
• promote research and development of knowledge and 

models that can contribute to welfare for everyone
• develop and secure the quality in the health care sector.

• http://www.norden.org/en/theme/haallbar-nordisk-vaelfaerd
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NordBio

• NordBio is a three year program initiated under the Icelandic 
chairmanship of NCM in 2014. 

• Nordbio is an umbrella uniting a number of different projects 
and sectors, all with the aim of improving the way we use our 
resources and minimize our generation of waste.
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UN Sustainable
Development Goals and 
COP 21

• UN Summit end of september 2015
• NCM will be present
• Among the Nordic priorities are welfare, poverty reduction

and gender

• COP21 in November
• NCM will be present
• Among the Nordic priorities are green cities, waste

management and education. 
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The Nordic story
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Discussion

• Do we have a Nordic approach to SD?
– What are the key components in the Nordic 
steering approach to SD?

– How is that reflected in the steering of Nordic 
campus’?

• Do we have the right steering set‐up to 
support the SD goals? 

• Have we found a proper balance between
stick and carrot?
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Thank you!

Morten Friis Møller
Senior Advisor, Education and 
Research
Nordic Council of Ministers 
momo@norden.org


