
Survey on sustainability in Nordic HEIs – implementation of Rio+20

Practical information
The questionnaire consists of the following sectors:

Background information
Steering mechanisms
Strategy and commitment to sustainability
Enablers and obstacles in implementing sustainability
Implementing sustainability into all operations
Decade of Education for Sustainable Education

Answering the questionnaire takes 10-30 minutes: If you are mainly working with administrational or teaching/research –related issues,
you will answer a shorter version than if you are mainly working with sustainability / environmental issues.

Background: Universities and Rio+20 Initiative
Since the UN World Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, societies all over the world have recognised the importance of sustainable
development. To support the distribution of knowledge on sustainable development, UNESCO established a Decade for Education for
Sustainable Development 2005-2014 (desd.org), which targeted at enhancing the education for sustainable development in all educational
institutions. As Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are the providers of new knowledge and educators of future leaders and knowledge
workers, they play a key role in turning the society and the whole world towards a more sustainable future. A large number of HEIs all over
the world have already signed a sustainability declaration to enhance their sustainability efforts. The most recent of the several
sustainability declarations for higher education is the Rio+20 Higher Education Sustainability Initiative, established after the UN World
Summit in 2012. The Rio+20 Initiative consists of 5 main targets, also including educational aspects, which have widely been recognised
as the framework for ‘a sustainable university’:

1. Teach sustainable development concepts
2. Encourage research on sustainable development issues
3. Green campuses
4. Support sustainable development efforts in the communities in which the universities reside
5. Engage with and share results through international frameworks

The Nordic HEIs seem to have taken an environmental approach towards sustainable development. This survey targets at issues related
to the combined efforts within social, economic and environmental sustainability.

More information on the Rio+20 initiative and the Nordic Rio+20 -project: nordicsustainablecampusnetwork.wordpress.com and
rio20.euromed-management.com/Declaration-for-HEI.pdf.

Targets
This survey measures the recent sustainability performance of the Nordic HEIs, and thus, works as a Nordic
follow-up of the  Rio+20 Initiative, and the achievements reached during the Decade for Education for Sustainable
Development. In addition, the survey concentrates on clarifying the role of different steering mechanisms and
drivers in implementing sustainable development, and analysing the most enabling and hindering factors in the
sustainability work of the Nordic HEIs. Steering mechanisms in this survey include the internal or external formal systems, which are
developed to regulate the implementation of sustainable development (e.g. strategy, incentives, legislation). Drivers are defined here as
internal or external mechanisms that intentionally or unintentionally regulate the implementation of sustainable development (e.g. public
image, student initiatives, demands from sponsors).

The benefits
All the responses from an institution will be summarized and a mean sustainability score formed for each institution. The institutional
means will form a Nordic mean. As an end result, Nordic HEIs participating in this survey will be able to compare their sustainability
performance against a Nordic mean. The results will therefore benefit all Nordic HEIs in enhancing their sustainability efforts, as well as
presenting Nordic sustainability work in international contexts. In addition, recognising the mechanisms that affect sustainable
development in the Nordic HEIs enables the development of better steering and overcoming the obstacles.

Results
The main results of this survey will be published as a study report to the Nordic Council of Ministers in the beginning of 2016, and as
research journal articles.

The questionnaire is implemented by Aalto University, Finland, together with Nordic Sustainable Campus Network, NSCN.

 The survey is funded by the Nordic Council of Ministers.

The results will be made anonymous
You may answer the questionnaire anonymously. However, a sustainable development -related prize will be raffled among all respondents
- if you want to take part in the prize draw or receive the report of this survey, please give your e-mail address on the last page of the
questionnaire. Your name will not be connected with your answers.
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